





YOUR OLD 
LADY CAN 
HANDLE THE 
REST ON 
HER OWN. 


MIND. I'M 
NOT TIRED. 
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KENIDO TEENAGE GIRLS 




















i DAYS OF 


EXCITEMENT 
ARE OVER, 
AND THINGS 
HAVE GONE 


CAN'T WAIT 
FOR THE 





AIRING 





OF OUR 
BURNISH 
ACADEMY 
SPECIAL 


BOTH GIRLS 
NEEDED 

PLENTY OF 

)) REST some 

DIDN'T GET 
Md 70 HAVE ANY 
ORIGINAL Pp peaidag th 

PLANS, | 
TN THE SECOND 
DAY... 


BUT THE 

TV CREW 
WAS USED 
7O SUDDEN 
SCHEDULE 
CHANGES... 





DUE TO THE 
AFTERMATH 
OF THE 
SHOWDOWN 
BETWEEN 
ERINA-CHAN 
AND SAKAK/- 





IWISHI 
COULD HAVE 
FOUGHT YOU 

HERE, 


I WON'T FACE FS 
YOU AGAIN IN F 


SECOND DAY 
OF FILMING, 


RUINED EVERY- 
ONE'S PLANS... 


+ OUR MATCH 
WILL HAVE 
70 BE AT THE 
ALL-JAPAN 
CHAMPIONSHIP. P 





IF YOU ASK 


ME, SHE WAS 
EMITTING AN 
AURA JUST AS 
RADIANT AS 
ERINA-CHAN'S 
AND RYOLIKO- 
CHAN'S, 


iL —7\ OFF AGAINST 


THOSE GIRLS. 





+ 


WO -WO-WO! 


IT COULD ccc 
HAVE BEEN ‘ IN 
* THAT'S MY IMAGINA- . Ol THE STAFF WITH 
TION, BUT IT |\\\ \\V\' HER CHARMING 
EVEN SEEMED MANNER, 
PROFESSIONAL 
coul 


. IRTESY, 
FIGHTING FOR ¥ CLEVER WIT, 
ATTENTION. AND FRIENDLY 
y EXPRESSIONS. 


SY 
Wid YY 


f 


t/ 9 


d 


we? Sth 
ARMOR: MUROE HIGH - KAWAZOE 


BUT... i\\ A Vj) _ AFTER TWO 
I SENSED \ i\\\ @/| TENSE, EVENLY- 
THAT TAMA- q\\ ii Y PITCHED 
. BATTLES WITH 


IT FELT 
LIKE SHE : 
WASN'T EVERYONE'S 
NEARLY AS INTEREST, 
FIERCE AND ~ MUCH LIKE 
: AFTER HER 
DUEL WITH 





«AFTER THE 
MATCH BETWEEN 
ERINA-CHAN AND 

SAKAKI-SAN... 

SHE SEEMED 
DIFFERENT FROM 
HER USUAL SELF. 





«I NOTICED 
THAT SAKAK/- 
SAN'S FATHER 
WAS LOOKING 
AT TAMA- 
CHAN VERY 
STRANGELY... 





HAS 
BEEN = 
WEIGHING > 
ON HER: 


I DID 
MY BEST 
AT KENDO 
BECAUSE I 
KNEW IT WAS 
GRANDPA'S 
FAVORITE THING 
IN THE WORLD 
TO SEE ME 
IMPROVING. 





I REALIZED 


THAT KENDO 


IS THE BEST 
THING I CAN 
DO TO IMPROVE 
\\ THE LIFE 
OF SATORI 
AZUMA. 


I WAS 
GOING TO 
QUIT FOR GOOD 
AFTER MIDDLE 
SCHOOL...BUT 
I'M GLAD YOU 
CONVINCED ME 
TO PICK IT 
BACK UP. 








OUT TO BEA 
REALLY GREAT 























\ DON'T 
EVER 00 
O | \® ANYTHING 


ARE p17 LIKE THIS 








CS 





Yyf - z 


Me / 


\ = 
“FG 


— EE, 
PDN bes 
VFS 








I LOOK 
FORWARD TO 
CONTINUING 

TO WORK 
ALONGSIDE 


«I'VE NOTICED | 
THAT RYOUKO- 
CHAN SEEMS 
TO BE ON VERY 
GOOD TERMS 
WITH ERINA 
THESE DAYS. 




















BUT 
ALL THIS 
THAT LAST TIME, RYOUKO 


LOCATION atid THOUGHT 

SHOOT FOR | \w\ ih i | ERINA-CHAN 
ofsetten aN lise er 

“WAY OF \\ CHILD WHO 

5 NEVER HAD 


TO WORK FOR 
\ ANYTHING. 


RESPECTS 
THOSE WHO 
STRIVE IN ALL 
FIELDS TO 
BETTER THEM- 
SELVES. 


WHICH IS 
EXACTLY 
WHAT I'D 
HOPED 
WOULD 
HAPPEN 
BETWEEN 
THEM. 


NOW THAT 
RYOUKO 
KNOWS THE 
LIFE ERINA 
SAWAMIYA 
HAS LED, 
SHE'S COME 
TO RESPECT 


IT'S FUNNY, 
FOR A WHILE 
I THOUGHT 
RYOUKO- 
CHAN REALLY 
HAD IT IN 


WHEN 
YOU LOOK 
DOWN ON 
OTHERS, 
YOU DON'T 
SEE THEIR 


GOOD 
you 
pou POINTS. 
TRY TO 
LEARN 
FROM 
THEM. 





HEIGHTS. 


\ af 
ial eis 
ORINK: BANANNERS 





THINKING OF |]. so wHAT's 
“MONEY TO THE STORY 
woney to. || THESTOR 
TAKE THE MONEY? 
TEAM TO 

KYUSHU. 


THis isn't || bers po it! 
ENOUGH LET'S DO IT! 
TO COVER "8 00 
TRAVEL AND very 
LODGING FOR 
THE ENTIRE 





BETWEEN THE 
YOU AND PROB- 


SURE, 
YOU'LL 
PROBABLY 
GET SOME- TO PONY UP 
THING OUT THE DOUGH 
OF IT... TO SEE THE 
TOURNA- 
MENT. 


.-BUT 
IT'S STILL 


+ KNOWING 
/T'S ONLY 
FOR HER? 









BESIDES, 
THERE'S 
ABSOLUTE- 
LY A POINT 
TO HAVING 
ALL OF US 
GO. 












OF US NOW, Fa 











errr, is 
a rT, , Hf 


VosseRversy 
LUT AS PARK 














GET BETTER 
AND BETTER }, 


I'M GOING TO 
KEEP TRYING 
UNTIL I FIND 


I DIDN'T 
HAVE 


‘| AT FIRST, 
<— | IONLY DID 
IT BECAUSE 


I HAVE AN 
AGGRESSIVE 
PERSONALITY, 

AND TI FIND 
LASHING OUT 

AND ATTACKING 
OTHERS 
FUN... 


wT BEGAN \ y 
ENJOYING KENDO\) 
}) | EveN More once 7} 
| 1 REALIZED THERE \\4 
WAS MORE TO IT |) 





TEAM 
WILL BE IN 
KYUSHU! 





GIVEN AS A CHILD 
INTO A FIXED- 


YOU KNOW 
HOW TO 
BEST USE 
THAT MONEY. 





+ I'VE HAD 


MEANINGFUL 
USE FOR 





1 Vier 


yn 





SEX: KYORO (GLANCE) KYORO. 







I HAVEN'T 
NOTICED HER /« 
AMONG THE 


ONLOOKERS ay 7 a 2 
y ) ‘ : I FOUND p a ap 
_~ rove WY ( y 
( fan 


THAT OUT 


a 
( | 


SHE 
LOOKED SO 
LIVELY WHEN 
I SAW HER 
ON TV... 


SO FULL OF Pe 


HOPE... 


I DIDN'T 


\ 
4 


Pond 
vite 


WAS SHE 
TALKING 
ABOUT 
WHEN YOU 


/ POSSIBLE 
j THAT I WAS 
INVOLVED IN 
THE PROGRAM 
YOU'RE 
TALKING 
ABOUT. 





IN FACT, 
I RECALL 
ONE OF THE 
PARTICIPANTS 
THAT DAY 
SPEAKING 
ABOUT THE I SEE... 
UPCOMING AND NOW HER 


BIRTH OF HER|| DAUGHTER IS 
ON ANOTHER 


TO RECALL 
SOMETHING | \\ 


s 


a; 


























ABOUT 




















YOU LOOK 
LIKE YOU'RE 
DEEP IN 
THOUGHT. 


HAVE 
YOU BEEN 
FOLLOWING 

E...7 











AND 
I'M STILL 
DOING IT 

NOW 
BECAUSE 
IT'S FUN. 


eS 


WORRYING 
ABOUT 
RIGHT 





I CAN'T 
GIVE YOu 
THE ANSWER 
YOU'RE 
SEEKING. 


+ MIGHT BE 
SOMETHING 
YOU WON'T 
DISCOVER 
FOR YEARS. 




























































































































































































































































































& WE JUST 
BARELY HAVE 
ENOUGH GIRLS 
FOR A FULL 
TEAM, AND 
THEY'RE ALL 
SHORT. 


SO SHE'S THE 
TYPE WHO ONLY 
FOCUSES ON ONE |} 
THING WITHOUT 
ALLOWING OTHER 

THINGS TO 

DISTRACT HER. 


HAVE TO JOIN, 
BUT WE COULD 
SURE USE YOU 


bed AS A SUBSTITUTE 


WHEN WE'RE LOW 
\ ON PLAYERS. 


SOFTBALL, 
VOLLEYBALL, 









BUT WHY 


KENDO? / 


yy 


BUILDING: MARTIAL ARTS HALL 


KENDO WAS 
an CALLING ME, 
BRING MYSELF 
NONSENSE, > : 70 POINT OUT 
THE MISTAKE... 
Vy, || 
j 





IN THE 
OVERHEAD 
STANCE, YOU 
HAVE TWO 
SEPARATE 
STYLES, EACH 
BASED 
ON WHICH 
FOOT |S 
FORWARD. 


YOU NEED 

TO STARE [ \ 
DOWN YOUR \ 
OPPONENT | 
AS IF TO SAy, | ‘ 
“STRIKE ME | \. 4 


THE 
LEFT-FOOT- 
FORWARD 
STANCE IS 
MORE 
ORTHODOX. 


—j JODAN 
1S AN 

| ATTACKING 
STANCE 
THAT 

ABANDONS 
ALL 

DEFENSE. 


lap 
DISTANCE. \J 
YOU JUST ¢ 
GET 
CLOSE AND 
STRIKE. 


SOUNDS 
LIKE YOU 
NEED 


PLUS, THE 
STYLE OF 
NONSTOP 
OFFENSE IS 


Y 
INTIMIDATING 
HEIGHT TARGET. 








I'M NOT 





FOR PEOPLE 
WITH BETTER 
MASTERY OF 
THE BASICS, 
RIGHT...? 


I DON'T 

WANT IT 
TO KEEP UP 
WITH KENDO 
EVEN AFTER 

















+TO 108 you 
/ wen THE YESTERDAY, 
I WANT US 
TO GO TO 
KYUSHU 


«AND 
THERE'S 
ONLY SO 

MUCH I CAN 


rn I CAN COVER 
ON BOARD, HALF OF THe 
SENSEI. FLIGHT PLUS 
THE HOTEL 
COSTS, BUT 
YOU'LL NEED TO 
PAY FOR YOUR 
TICKET BACK 
OME. 


E'RE 
GOING ON A 
RECONNA/S- 
SANCE 
: M/SS/ON TO 
Ac | NEXT YEAR'S 
At\ BATTLE- 
FIELDIL 





YES. BOTH 
MY FATHER 
AND MOTHER 
WERE FROM 
KYUSHU. 


SAFE? WILL 
"| WE CRASH? 





T’VE NEVER 
BEEN ON AN 
AIRPLANE 
BEFORE... 








OR TAISHO 
\ To EVEN 
SUIT UP. 















\ THIS YOUR your I JUST 
\WATIONAL SCHOOL’ | FAMILY'S! WANT YOU 
«¢, ‘TOURNA- “ACTIVI- 000. 

MENT... TIES. 


TELL YOU TO 
STRIVE FOR 
YOUR BEST 

AND PREPARE 


TO JOIN 
THEM ON THE 
FLOOR NEXT 

YEAR. 





oS 


ANN 









/ENO-SAN 
LED HER TEAM TO 
VICTORY THAT DAY. 
NO ONE MANAGED 
7O SCORE A 
SINGLE POINT 

















LOOK, 
SUENO-SAN'S 
IN TOP FORM! 

THERE'S 
4 NOTHING 
} \ WRONG WITH 
H HER! 
















OF COURSE 
I BELIEVE 
IN YOU. 





BUT THIS IS 
A PERSONAL 
ER. 


4 
ay 








WATCH ME 
WHEREVER 
YOU ARE, 





~ 


(STANDING 
HERE INMY— 





1 joes) \) y 





zal Py NE Pe aL Lilt ZZ 
yy ] : 









































F| 
= a 
ra 


OF THE 
GYOKURYUUK/ 
TOURNAMENT 

FOR THE 


«oe1S CHAMPION 
SECOND YEAR 
IN A ROW!!! 





\ 
\ 


IF you 
HAD PAR- 
TICIPATED... 
COULD 
YOU HAVE 
BEATEN 

HER? 


RIGHT TO 
COMPETE 
AGAINST 
SUENO- 
SAN. 





















































PERSONALLY, I 
DON'T EXPECT 


YOU TO DO THE | 


SAME WITH 
YOUR LIVES. 


HAVE 


SPENT YOUR 
YOUTH IN WAYS 
THAT TRULY 
SATISFY YOU. 


PLACE YOU 
CAN REACH 
ONLY BY 


SACRIFICING | 7 


LIVES INA 
DIFFERENT 
UNIVERSE 
FROM OUR 
OWN... 


BECAUSE I 
KNOW THAT 
BOTH SHE 
AND YOU... 





i 
1 AND Si 2 
THE HIGHEST ———— 

LEVEL OF. 
COMPETITION. 5.0N'O. 
WITH YOUR \ NN \ LEVEL?’ 


OWN EYES, — = XA \q \) 
\ \ \ 
‘ \ 
aN \ | 









WHAT 1S 
RLINN/NG 
THROUGH 
as YOUR 

MIND AND 























A 


\\ees 


I SEE...50 
YOU'RE GOING 
BACK HOME 

\ TODAY? 


a 


FORA 
NIGHT? 








| WON'T 
YOU TAKE 
THIS WITH 












i SZEXT 


(NCH) MOGO (MRPH) MUGA MOGA 











SHE'D 
WEAR THEM 
TO NEARLY 
NOTHING 
IN JUST A 


«STILL LEFT 
IN STORAGE 
FROM WHEN 
SHE WAS 
JUST A GIRL 






IT’S ALL 






DEVOTED 
ALL OF HER 
YOUTH TO 


5 WONGER 
CLZicall § 














THEY 
SAY CHILDREN IN 
KYUSHU AREN'T 
AS INTERESTED 
IN KENDO ANY- 





EVEN 
THE SCHOOL 
CLUBS ARE 


OF HER TALENTS 





THAN SHE IS AT / 














SAKAKI-SAN 
WOULD SAY 
THE SAME. 


SUENO-SAN 
WILL HAVE 
GRADUATED. 


NO DOUBT 
SHE WILL 
BE THERE IN 
SUENO-SAN'S 
PLACE NEXT 
YEAR. 


I'M 
WORRIED 
ABOUT 
SAKAKI- 


























Pr “SSS 


WE NEED TO 
TAKE STEPS 
TO MAKE SURE 
THAT WHAT 
HAPPENED 
TO HER THEN 
DOESN'T EVER 
HAPPEN 


. 


WHAT 
BRINGS 


WITHOUT KENDO, 
URA SAKAKI HAS 
NOTHING. 





THE ONLY 
ONE WHO CAN 
KEEP URA SAKAKI 
ERED TO 
WORLD 


TETH 
HE 











IT CAN'T 
BE ANYONE 


THERE'S 


OTHERS. 


YOU HAVE 
A POWER 
THAT NO 
ONE ELSE 
POSSESSES. 








JUST LIKE 
SAKA, 


+) 


1) 





; REALLY 
eoF|  NEAT...1'M 
JEALOUS. 











STRANGE... 
SHE SEEMED 
$0 FAMILIAR 


UNLIKE IN 


THE PAST, I 
ONLY RUN IT 
FOR ENJOY- 
MENT THESE 


HOWEVER, 
I WOULD 

STILL LIKE 

YOUR HELP 
WITH IT. 


IT DICTATE 
YOUR LIFE. 





Yi 





FELT... 
THOSE. 


Vy A 
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Sa 
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MY ANSWER 
ISN'T GOING 
70 BE OF ANY 
HELP TO You. 








I COULDN'T 
GIVE HER A 








PACKAGE: BEOLD YAKISOBA 


ZF JUST ACTUALLY 


WANT... WANT YOLI 
TO BE ANY- 


—, , THING... 






















































































i 
Kaw an 
Ss we £ ENN 


Tsubak' 
azoe-s 
vid 


«choose 
to practice 
kendo? 


that’s 
quite 
admirable. 
} 


y, 
| ...but the more 
| practice, the 
more | realize 
how long the 
path ahead is 
and how little 
ground I’ve 
actually 
covered. 


Aa) my shinai 


from 
doing this 
because | 
want young 
people in 
the future to 
understand 
my ideals. 


| know some 
people might 
think I’m too 





«see the way 
| live this life 
and come to 
hold the same 
beliefs about 
kendo, I'll 
know that I 
am right. 


tracing 
| a path, 
flowing 
through 


«and they 
teach their 
pupils that 
same 
enjoyment... 








And 
if the 
chil- 
dren of 

the 
future 


If ican 
show my 


= pupils the 


fun of 


everyone 
can share 
the joy 
together, 
which 
would bea 
wonderful 
thing. 


think that 
my beliefs 
about kendo 
are worth 
being 
proud of. 


It 
sounds 
very 
grandiose 
when l 
say it out 
loud. 


It really 


boils down | 
to wanting 


everyone 

to enjoy 

kendo for 
them- 
selves. 





powerful 

enough to 
speak as 
any kind of 
authority 

on kendo... 


That’s 
quite 
a goal 
you’ve 
set for 
your- 
self! 








qP im | 
ING LIKEA 
JG CRAZY BIRD, |. 


= Zia" 
Ns ny 4 


Wi i 


lS T0 BE 
LIKE YOU, 
TAMA-CHAN! 
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I'VE FELT 
ALL THESE 
DIFFERENT 

FEELINGS 

ABOUT 
KENDO. 


ARMOR: MUROE HIGH - KAWAZOE [| 


+I KNOW 
WHAT MY 
MOM LEFT... 


I'VE HAD 
ALL THESE 
EXPERIENCES. 





a) I WANT 
-— Saas TEACHER. 
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EVERYONE 
ELSE WAS 


ME. 


SO I WANT TO 
IMPROVE MYSELF 
AS A PERSON 
SO THAT I CAN 
ACTUALLY TEACH 
OTHERS ABOUT 
KENDO. 


SWINGING 
MY SHINAI. 


HAPPIEST 
I'VE BEEN 
PRACTICING 


I STILL 
HAVE SO 
MUCH LEFT 


MADE IT FUN 
FOR 
EVERYONE 
ELSE. 





7 
y I ADMIRE 
eg | THE 




















«DRINK 
ALL YOU 


WANT 
TONIGHT. 




















GIVE THEM THE 
TINIEST OF 
OPPORTLUN/- 


«WILL BE 
JUST FINE. 





























YOU WANT 
ME TO WRITE 
A HERO STORY 
lore WITH NOTHING 


BUT GIRLS IN 


a 


iY 


BLACK DURAN, 
DIDN'T YOU? 











ae 


1V: HOT-BLOODED!! BURNISH ACADEMY SUMMER VACATION SPECIAL 








ile" 3) 
vA 
Cou? YW ASE iv) 
Ne in 2) — 


i 


— IAVING 
5 My 
At) 
y ay A 
- 
\ 


WE 
SHOULD DO 
ANOTHER KENDO- 
CENTRIC SPECIAL, 
STARTING WITH 
ERINA-CHAN. 


I'M SURE WE 
CAN FIND PLENTY 
WHO WISH THEY 
HADN'T QUIT OR 

THAT THEY'D TRIED 
HARDER WHEN THEY 
WERE YOUNG. 


~~ 
pz 
oan 


Aye 
de 
\ 


IN THIS CASE, 
THE SHOW GOT 
AROUND TO IT 
BEFORE THE 
AGENCY COULD 
PUT THOSE PLANS 
INTO MOTION... 


«BUT THE 
OPPORTUNITY 
IS PERFECT. 


CURIOUS TO 
SEE THE 
RESPONSE 
TO TONIGHT'S 
EPISODE. 


I WANT TO 
BRING IN MORE 
PEOPLE THIS 
TIME. NOT JUST 
ACTIVE STUDENTS, 
BUT THOSE WHO 
HAVE UNFINISHED 
BUSINESS FROM 


THE AGENCY 
REALLY 
WANTS YOU TO 
EMBRACE YOUR 
KENDO BACK- 
GROUND, YOU 








NOW HE IS 
THE VERY 
PICTURE 
OF WHAT 
A TRUE 
TEACHER 
SHOULD 


QL 
ye 


— abe 


MIYAROD HERE'S 4 


ARAN! NE| 
™S 


W Mi 
cian o> 


Try your 
hand at 
finding a 
new you. 
Never 


T LIKE THE 
WAY THAT 
SENSE! 
THINKS. 
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BURNISH ACADEMY - 
SPONSORED KENDO MEET 


HIRYULK/ 





























































































































GET THE 
LEAD OUT, 
PEOPLE! 


BESIDES, eac TAKE IT EASY 
IT'S YOUR \ Al: ON US! WE'RE 
FAULT FOR ; CARRYING ALL 
GETTING / ; OUR HEAVY 

THE TIMES ff & e j R: EQUIPMENT! 

MIXED UP! : 
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PEAS 3 

YY Le 
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— non 


Zz CBee mn “A ‘ ar. 
tw pr Ay “Y uey, at 
ace 
ao ‘} us ouR 
[) waRM-uP 
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TIME! 
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CONGRATS 
ON REACHING 
THE QUARTER 
FINALS OF THE 

INTER-HIGH 

INDIVIDUALS. 


THAT DUEL 
WITH SAKAKI- 
} , YAMADA REALLY 
FINISH I'VE ‘ \ , MOTIVATED ME TO 
EVER HAD. wee he! \ | TRY HARDER, AND 
vine \ I THINK IT LED 
TO A BETTER 


NN 


APPARENTLY \\y | 
HER ENTIRE ‘\\ SO 
3 > THE 
: : INTER-HIGH 
, CHAMP 


\ HERSELF? 








GYOKURYUUKI 
JAPAN CHAMPI- CHAMPION, 

: NSHP. INTER-HIGH 
SUENO- INDIVIDUAL 
SANS AND TEAM 
ORT OF CHAMPION... 


SHORT OF 
ASTONISHING. 














SOUNDS LIKE 
SHE'S GOTTEN 
EVEN BETTER 

SINCE THEN. 


FOR THE |}. 
FIRST TIME ||| 


IN MY LIFE, 
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DID SHE 
MANAGE TO YES, BUT 
FIND TIME 
FOR TRAINING 
S, WITHIN HER 
SCHEDULE? 


SHE'S STILL 
NOT ON THE 
LEVEL OF 
RYOUKO- 
CHAN. 


Q 


(2, ©), 


Rue, 












abe THE THING 
MONSTER. ERINA IS... 


OFF DAY |S HER KENDO 


THE SAME— z| BACKGROUND 

BRIGHTER 7 BECAME PUBLIC, 
THAN EVER SHE'S BEEN 
f AT PRACTICE 


C/ 
AS : CONSTANTLY. 
& Vy 
Le 


i 


OR PULLING AN 
ALL-NIGHTER, IT 
DOESN'T MATTER. 
SHE'S STILL OUT 
THERE SWINGING 
HER SHINAI. 


I DON'T 
NEED YOU 
TO TELL 
ME THAT. 

































































CREATING 


AN EVENT 
LIKE THIS IS 
A GOOD USE 


FOR THE 
POWER OF 
TELEVISION. 


W | "PEOPLE WHO 
‘] MISSED OUT 
ON THEIR 


THE ONLY 
TEAM THAT COULD 
HANG WITH KENDO 



























































sol 
TOTALLY 
LOOK 


LIKE A 
DOOFUS... 









«AND I'M IN 
THE CORNER 
OOKING 
LIKE A TOTAL | \\/A 


AND AWESOME 
AND CUTE AND 
SPARKLY... 


NO, SAYA! 

I LOVE THAT SEE, YOUR DUMB, 
STUPID GOOFY FACE 
EXPRESSION! IS RADIANT AND 
AWESOME AND 
CUTE AND 
SPARKLY ALL ON 





PACKED IN 
THE CORNER |B; 
BECAUSE 





YOU HAVE 
A VERY 
IMPORTANT 
JoB ToDAy! 
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YOU'RE 


SIMPLY , 
GONE. 
\\ 


«+.TO IMAGINE 
| THAT YOU HAD 
|| BEEN TRAINING 

UP THIS TAMA- 
CHAN JUST 
FOR THE 
PURPOSE OF 
HAVING HER 
FIGHT ME? 











/ ON 

Ya A\\' 
LI®) 
Y] 


A 
PULL-BACK 
STRIKE TO 
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TRANSLATION NOTES 


No honorific: Indicates familiarity or closeness; if used without permission or reason, addressing 
someone in this manner would constitute an insult. 

-san: The Japanese equivalent of Mr./Mrs./Miss. If a situation calls for politeness, this is the 
fail-safe honorific. 

-sama: Conveys great respect; may also indicate that the social status of the speaker is lower 
than that of the addressee. 

-kun: Used most often when referring to boys, this indicates affection or familiarity. Occasionally 
used by older men among their peers, but it may also be used by anyone referring to a person of 
lower standing. 

-chan: An affectionate honorific indicating familiarity used mostly in reference to girls; also used 
in reference to cute persons or animals of either gender. 

-senpai: Used as a suffix or alone to address one’s upperclassmen. 

kouhai: The opposite of senpai, used to address younger schoolmates or team members. 
-sensei: A respectful term for teachers, artists, or high-level professionals. 


Page 5 

Youhi: A parody of Asahi, the famous beer brand. Asahi means “rising sun,” and Youhi (using 
the English pronunciation of “you”—the proper romanization would be yuuhi) means “setting 
sun.” 


Page 27 

Kinshuuki/Gyokuryuuki: The real Gyokuryuuki Kendo Meet event is held at the same time 
and place as the Kinshuuki Judo Meet every year in Kyushu. They are the biggest and most com- 
petitive kendo and judo tournaments for high schoolers in Japan. 


Page 104 
Beold Yakisoba: A parody of Peyang (“yang” is pronounced like the English “young”) brand 
instant yakisoba, a dish of cooked noodles in a rich sauce with ginger, pork, and cabbage. 


Page 190 

Shikon Five: The title of this team is written in katakana (as opposed to Chinese characters), 
which makes the meaning unclear, but it’s likely to stand for either “the soul of the samurai” or 
“the soul of the shinai.” 


AFTERWORD 


And here ends the story of Kojiro, who watches over teenage girls as they take their first steps into adulthood 
by finding their own style of kendo. If you take out the epilogue, this entire story was stuffed into the space 
of about four months between spring and summer. The goal of this manga was to put Tamaki and the others 
on the starting line, so I think we've safely reached our destination. It was a very, very long first step, and I 
have to thank each and every one of you for following along the whole way. 


As for how this story came about, it was a deliberate ploy on my part to find success after I heard that 
“Square Enix readers don’t like sports stories.” When I discussed my idea with my editor, he said, “Seri- 
ously?” But eventually I got the green light, and so I began drawing up a plan. 


First, I began by assuming that the reader would have neither an interest in nor an active dislike of sports 
and thinking about how I could get such a reader’s attention. When I asked people who actually hate sports 
why they do, the common answer was that they couldn’t understand the idea of putting your entire youth 
into your club or your sport, scraping yourself bloody, crying tears of frustration, and so on. That’s when 
I realized that kendo was the perfect subject for such people. Not only is kendo about getting better, but 
its overall goal is to improve both one’s mind and body—to develop the heart. In other words, I thought I 
could craft a story not just about winning in competition and being the best, but about how much one could 
develop oneself as a person. 


I decided to make it a girl-centric cast, since the hakama outfits and the feminine touch would soften the 
“sweatiness” of the topic. Normal girls in a normal club—not girls who were desperate to be the national 
champs, frustrated and teary eyed after a loss, but girls who were quick to rebound and wouldn’t drag a 
defeat around on their backs like a monolith. As an adult man writing the series, I felt I should totally cut 
out the male side of the club altogether. And by the end, they would reach the flashy world of TV, having 
flashy duels with flashy celebrities. I chose not to give too much page space to practice and competition, 
avoiding the sports manga standard of regular tournaments and having the most serious battles happen 
between outsiders with our main cast as observers. Basically, I tried to make it as easy and effortless to enjoy 
for the readers as possible. I put in lots of humorous elements, not in a laugh-out-loud way, but enough to 
make you smirk. And rather than trying something strange or unusual, I swore to write a traditional youth 
sports story, as familiar as that might be. 


Once the story got off the ground, I found I was enjoying myself so much that I threw in all kinds of spon- 
taneous ideas I’d never planned on using. This was the case from about Volume 3 to Volume 9. I knew the 
TV idea would mean the end of the story, so I saved it for later. I wasn’t even planning on creating Azuma, 
the fifth member of the team. During the Seimei High arc, I was playing with fire, going in with no plan 
whatsoever and allowing the characters themselves to dictate the action. Hayashi-sensei was entirely my own 
idea. I was so attached to the Muroe High characters that I let their story lines drag on and on because I 
knew I had a solid plan for the ending. 


And then, the final battle: Ura vs. Ume. I had discussed spending an entire volume on this with my editor, 
and I was allowed to give it that much time. It was completely unlike the usual pace of the manga, so I’m 
sure many readers were a bit put off by the shift. I hope you understand and forgive me for using the more 
typical sports style at the very end, where it made the most sense. By the way, our Shonen Gangan spin-off, 
Bamboo Blade B, is a serious, full-throttle sports manga. It’s got all the manly battles and national champion- 
ships that this series couldn’t handle, so check it out if that catches your interest. Of course, through the 
fourth volume (which is all that’s out at the time I’m writing this) it’s still pretty slow paced. 


So this brings us to the end of the story, but it’s just the start of Tamaki’s youth. 


As for Kojiro’s future, he takes over his own class at a different school the following school year and coaches 
kendo there. The school, burdened with a troubled girls’ kendo team, saw Kojiro on TV and decided to offer 
him the job. Kojiro overcomes all sorts of difficulties with the club and learns lots of things. They might even 
face off against Muroe in a practice match or a kendo meet. Perhaps there might be a hint of romance, so 
look forward to that...not that I’ll write it. It'll only happen in your imagination. 


In closing, it’s clear that the year covered here had a very positive influence on the future lives of our char- 
acters, and the starting point of that growth was undoubtedly Kojiro. I can only hope that anyone reading 


this story has experienced some of that influence for him- or herself. 


Masahiro Totsuka 
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THE END! 
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